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* This piece should begin with a white noise or "wind" effect created by playing non-pitched, pianisimmo tremolos 
on the strings of the cello ad lib. for several seconds. After this sound effect, the performer begins playing the notated
music.      

 

      

* Piano pedal ad. lib except where otherwise indicated. 
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Between the Sandhills and the Sea
For Violoncello and Piano 

................................................................. Movement I: Time   1

............................................... Movement II: Love and War   16

................................................ Movement III: Dear Roland   28

.......................................................... Movement IV: A Plea   33

.......................... Movement V: Refuse to Forget (L’Envoi)   45

Each movement should begin with a reading of a Vera Brittain poem. 
In order, the five poems to be used are: 

1. “To Them” 2. “Perhaps” 3. “Roundel” 4. “The Aspirant” 
5. “The End” 

These poems may be found in the book Because You Died: Poetry and Prose of the First 
World War and After, Edited and Introduced by Mark Bostridge (Virago Press, 2008). 

Edward Brittain's setting of Roland Leighton's “L'Envoi” is © The Literary Executors of 
the Vera Brittain Will Trust (1970). In concert, a recording of the seagull sound effects 
(Mvts I and V) may be used to augment the cellist’s performance. In fact, this is highly 

recommended. Contact the composer directly for the sound files. 
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Movement III: Dear Roland 
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Movement IV: A Plea

& ∑U ∑U ∑U ∑U ∑U

? U* U U U U

? U ∑ ∑ ∑

&

una corda

Pedal ad. lib.  
U

? U ∏∏∏∏∏∏
? ∑U ∑ ∑ ∑

&
U

?
U∏∏∏∏∏∏ ∏∏∏∏∏∏ ∏∏∏∏∏∏
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&
U∏∏∏∏∏∏

?

* With the sustain pedal down, strike the bass strings of the piano with the palm of one hand. This effect 
is desgined to simulate the sound of explosions (or shelling) in the distance. Let each percussive strike decay 
significantly before hitting the strings again. Do not lift the pedal in between strikes.      
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Delicate and gentle throughout. Rubato and pedal ad. lib.  
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*This piece is part of a collection of works that celebrates authors Vera Brittain and Winifred Holtby. The title is borrowed from 
the poem Invocation to Time by Winifred Holtby. This poem should be read aloud before the performance of this piece.  
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